RCJOINERY

Timber Performance
& Durability

Understanding how timber behaves, performs
and ages over time




Timber has been used in New Zealand buildings for generations.

Its natural appearance, versatility and longevity have made it a preferred material for
everything from heritage villas and bungalows to contemporary architectural homes.

Like any building material, timber has characteristics that influence how it performs over
time. Understanding those characteristics helps homeowners, architects and builders
make informed decisions about design, maintenance and long-term performance.

This guide explains how timber responds to its environment, what contributes to durability
and why timber continues to be one of the most trusted materials for high-quality joinery.

Few materials offer the combination of warmth, craftsmanship and adaptability that timber
provides.

Timber joinery can be crafted to suit virtually any architectural style, from faithfully
reproduced heritage windows to large contemporary openings with clean, modern detailing.

It is also a renewable resource, easy to repair and capable of delivering decades of service
when properly maintained.

For many projects, timber offers a level of character and authenticity that alternative materials
struggle to replicate.

One of timber’s greatest strengths is also one of its defining characteristics.

Unlike manufactured materials, timber is a natural product. It responds to changes in
temperature and moisture throughout its life.

This movement is normal and expected.

Good joinery design accounts for these natural characteristics, allowing timber to perform as
intended while maintaining its appearance and functionality.

Understanding that timber is a living material helps explain why quality manufacturing,
correct installation and ongoing maintenance all play an important role in long-term
performance.




